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Darüber können wir ja noch einmal sprechen
Situation Via State Of Knowledge In The Field/Problem
Reception History in literary studies and hermeneutics has increased in popularity and significance over the last recent years, for example a Centre for Reception History of the Bible has been introduced at Oxford University in 2002. Scholars have become more and more interested in how a certain text has been received, read, interpreted, adapted, and engaged with after its finalisation. This is especially applicable to the Bible. There has never been a more impactful book, being coined the “best-selling book of all time”, according to Guinness World Records ("Best-selling Book" 2022), having sold between five and seven billion copies by 2021. However, there are multiple and differing perspectives on how exactly the reception of a (Biblical) text is to be defined. The roles of author, text, and reader are approached differently by a variety of scholars and there is a discrepancy between the ascriptions of authority to either the text or the reader. This discrepancy I wish to address with a fresh perspective in my thesis. Thus, the focus of my thesis shall be on the question of whether the power dynamics, the measure of authority, is on the side of the text or the reader in the process of receiving the textual content.	Comment by Cecile Sandten: ?
power dynamics = measure of authority?	Comment by Cecile Sandten: Geht es denn nur um den content oder auch um formal-ästhetische Aspekte? Nur content fände ich etwas wenig.
Methodology
In order to achieve this, I will first briefly illustrate a selection of the different perspectives in Reception History that seek to answer this question. Then I will focus on Hans-Georg Gadamer’s approach to this matter and briefly elaborate his impactful theory which I will employ to deal with the three respective selected literary works I have selected in order to answer this question. 
Gadamer puts forward a tool repertoire for analysing the reception of a Biblical text which I will align with the three works I have chosen. I will begin by examining the historical context of the Old Testament book Ruth, as well as the book itself, to illustrate Ruth as the ‘historical horizon’ (historischer Horizont) Gadamer put forth. This is the Biblical text that is received. Next, I will proceed to research the Gegenwartshorizont, i.e. the context of Pride and Prejudice in its original form as envisioned by Jane Austen. This is the interpretation framework used to read Ruth. Then I will engage with the Horizontverschmelzung, i.e. how these two contexts previously examined merge to bring forth a new interpretation in The Book of Ruth by Helen Baker as my main focus. As a final step I will introduce an alternative interpretation of the Old Testament book Ruth from a different moment of reception to illustrate the impact of the Gegenwartshorizont on the understanding of and engagement with a literary text. This method is especially useful as Gadamer’s three parameters (historischer Horizont, Gegenwartshorizont, Horizontverschmelzung) are all embodied as three distinct literary works and thereby present a suitable opportunity for literary investigation. However, even though the three texts are distinct works by different authors from different time periods, they nevertheless exhibit ground for examining them in conjunction. Both the Old Testament book Ruth and Austen’s Pride and Prejudice discuss similar themes (courtship, arranged marriage, financial security, and the role of the parent) and are uniquely combined in Baker’s post-modern novel The Book of Ruth which represents a sequel of Pride and Prejudice. Here Ruth is read through the lens of the interpretation framework as shaped by the Pride and Prejudice context by Mary and Kitty, which is why I have chosen Reception History as my method for analysis. This is of particular value and interest because it is a very unique reception of the Biblical text as an already existing historical text in itself (Pride and Prejudice), which has been highly debated and thoroughly researched already, was taken to form the framework in which the Biblical text is received and discussed. This gives an exceptional advantage in examining how the book Ruth was engaged with and how it contributes to the power dynamics debate in Reception History.
Research Question
My research question is therefore: How does the transformation of Mary’s reception of the Old Testament book Ruth in The Book of Ruth by Helen Baker shaped by Austen’s Pride and Prejudice context offer a fresh perspective to om the question of the scale of the power dynamics in the relationship between text and reader in the Reception History of the Bible?
Thesis
My analysis will reveal the complex of problems that emerges when ancient Scripture is appropriated to fit the reader’s subjective context, i.e. when the reader possesses the greater deal of authority. My dealing with Baker’s novel will unearth an alternative approach which is offered in her work that takes the authority which has been bestowed upon the reader by recent scholars and gives it back to the author of the ancient text, i.e. the text itself, without compromising the claim of Scripture to have meaning and be impactful in contemporary contexts. I will round off my thesis with a conclusion.
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